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Why this guide exists...
Most people only get one chance to get a tattoo right. This guide exists 
to give you the exact questions, standards, and expectations you should 

take to any tattoo artist - so you can avoid common mistakes, rushed 
decisions, and tattoos that don’t age well. At Crown of Thorns Tattoo, 

these standards are our baseline, not an upsell.

What a proper tattoo consultation actually looks like
A true consultation is not a quick conversation or a booking form. A 

proper consultation should be thorough, collaborative, and visual. Your 
artist should spend real time with you, discuss placement, scale, flow, 

and longevity, and begin designing with you, not after you leave. At 
Crown of Thorns, Gary gives you the option to design your tattoo with 
you present, photographs the area of your body, and designs directly for 

your anatomy so you can see how it will actually look on your skin.

Designing for your body — not just designing art
Great tattoos are designed for the human body, not flat paper or screens. 
Your artist should be considering muscle movement, curvature, negative 
space, and how the tattoo will sit when your body moves. Ask your artist 
how they adapt designs to fit your body specifically. If they can’t explain 

this clearly, that’s a red flag.

What to look for in a tattoo artist’s portfolio
Always look beyond surface-level impact. Focus on consistency, healed 
work, and contrast that holds structure over time. A strong portfolio 

should include healed tattoos, not just fresh ones. Contrast and shading 
should be balanced and consistent, colour should be saturated, and 

details should still read clearly once swelling and ink spread have settled.



Questions you should feel comfortable asking any tattoo artist
Ask how they approach consultations, whether they design with you present, 
how many healed examples they can show, how they plan for aging, and how 
they adapt designs to your body. Professional artists welcome these questions.

Planning your tattoo properly
Good tattoos start with good planning. Be clear about subject matter, 

emotional meaning, and placement, but stay open to professional input. Your 
artist should help you simplify ideas, remove unnecessary elements, and plan 

your tattoo so it ages well over decades—not just instagram likes.

Our standard at Crown of Thorns Tattoo
We believe clients deserve transparency, education, and collaboration. Our 

process exists to remove uncertainty and shortcuts. Any artist that values the 
end result will have a similar thought process. 

Realism tattoos: 
What separates good from forgettable

High-level realism relies on controlled contrast, intentional lighting, and 
restraint. Too much black kills realism. Too much light makes tattoos fade 

fast. Ask your artist how they control value range and how their realism heals 
after years, not weeks.



How to spot photoshopped tattoo images
Be cautious of portfolios that look too perfect. A professional tattoo artist 

should always be able to show healed work or real in person examples. Healed 
tattoos reveal far more about an artist’s skill than fresh photos ever can.
It is becoming increasingly common for artists to heavily photoshop or 

retouch their portfolio images, elevating their work to a standard they cannot 
consistently produce in real skin. 

Watch for warning signs such as unnaturally deep blacks, linework that 
appears sharp to the point of looking digital, or lines that seem to sit on top 

of the skin rather than within it. Be wary of shading that appears overly 
smooth, lacks visible needle texture, or looks airbrushed with no natural skin 

variation. Photo overlays and artificial sharpening are also common tactics 
used to disguise inconsistencies.

If you want clarity, don’t be afraid to ask for a completely raw, unedited photo 
of a recently completed tattoo. A confident, skilled artist will have no issue 

providing this.

One of the most reliable ways to judge how a tattoo will heal is through real 
world referrals. If you’ve seen someone with a tattoo you admire, ask them 
where they got it done and how it healed over time. Nothing is more honest 

than seeing healed work in everyday skin.
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